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Ocean Cruising Club 2024
Awards: OCC Environment
Award

, . SAILORS
simon currin | B 22/02/2025
FOR SUSTAINABILITY
The OCC Environment Award has been given to Ivar k —
Smits and Floris van Hees and their ‘Sailors for " Lacipara

Sustainability’ project.

Ivar Smits and Floris van Hees are two sailors from the
Netherlands who recently completed a
circumnavigation aboard “ Lucipara 2”. On their eight -

Share this story

year trip, they visited 38 countries and sailed 56,000
nautical miles. Throughout their voyage, they searched
for solutions to today’s environmental challenges. f S =

As “Sailors for Sustainability ” they have been sharing
their findings in articles, videos, interviews, and
presentations. T he 67 solutions they describe cover a
wide range of environmental and social topics. To name
a few, they described how young French Polynesians
are saving coral reefs, how Scotland is leading the way
in tidal energy, how an island community made their
isla nd fossil fuel free and energy independent, or how
turtles are being saved in Cabo Verde. By showing
these real - life examples, they promote lifestyle
choices that respect the environment and lead to a
more equitable society. Most importantly, they spread
a message of hope. In times when so many news items
are negative, their sailing trip inspires individuals,
communities, and companies, to change their habits
and accelerate positive change. Floris and lvar come
from corporate backgrounds but became environm
ental activists. Floris was trained as a lawyer and Ivar
as an industrial engineer. They wanted to be more
ecologically and socially engaged, experience different
cultures, and see our planet's beautiful natural world,
for which they shared a deep concern. After looking
deeper into current crises, such as climate breakdown,
biodiversity loss, pollution, and social inequality, it
became clear to them that fundamental changes were
necessary for humanity to survive. Since embarking on
their mission in June 201 6, they have published 67
sustainable solution stories, sent 61 newsletters,
created 145 videos, and gave 25 radio interviews and
numerous presentations. They are now working on a
book about their mission to further promote
sustainable lifestyle choices.

Links and Attachments

e Link to Sailors for Sustainability
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